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Thomas, Sari, ed. 
Cu l tu re  and  Communication: 
Methodology, Behavior, Art i facts and Insti tut ions, Vol . I I I 
Norwood, New Jersey: Ablex Publishing Company, 1986. 
The f i r s t  time I saw th is book a familiar feeling began welling u p  
wi th in me--a feeling somewhat ak in  to  a ch i ld  spy ing a much 
anticipated gift. Thoughts o f  interest ing and stimulating ideas went 
dancing th rough my head. What treasures l ie wi th in? What 
innovative ideas, methods, and resul ts would I now possess? 
I was no t  disappointed b y  th is  "g i f t "  o f  selected papers 
presented a t  the F i f t h  International Conference on Cul ture and 
Communication held i n  1983. Supported b y  Temple Univers i ty ,  and 
held i n  Philadelphia, th is  conference "endeavors to  provide a 
mult idiscipl inary forum for  the discussion o f  social theory and 
research w i th  an emphasis on the role played b y  information ( i n  i t s  
broadest sense) i n  cul tural  processes." With th is  broad mandate, one 
expects and receives a cornucopia o f  authors and papers. 
Volume Ill contains 27 o f  the more than 300 papers presented a t  
the conference. Sari Thomas, the editor (and coordinator o f  the 
Conference), attempts to  o f fe r  some order  to  the  of fer ings through a 
four-part  sectioning: (1 )  Methodology and Philosophy o f  Social 
Science, (2)  Behavior, ( 3 )  Ar t i facts,  and (4 )  Insti tut ions. However, 
there is  tremendous d ivers i ty  wi th in and between each part .  
D ivers i ty  i s  a s t rength  o f  t h i s  publication, since the working 
philosophy o f  the conference is  " to umbrella a var iety o f  
epistemological perspectives and, b y  doing so, to  support  
non-mainstream work as well as more tradit ional themes and 
approaches.I1 For the most pa r t ,  work published here wil l  not  be 
seen in academic journals i n  our  field. I n  many ways, mainstream 
journals do no t  seem to welcome the topics, methods, and perspectives 
of fered here into the i r  self-defined "scientific ~ommun i t y .~ '  
Our  f ield is much the r icher  fo r  having the annual International 
Conference on Cul ture and Communication and th is  resul tant  volume. 
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There  a re  several gems, b u t  t h e  sect ion on  methodology a n d  
phi losophy o f  social science d rew my immediate at tent ion.  The  
chapters i n  t h i s  par t ,  include: "Ideology and  Consciousness: The  
Construct ion o f  Social Meaningr1 by Far re l  Corcoran; "The  
Technological Determination o f  Phi losophy" b y  Paul Levinson; "The  
'Root Metaphors'  Orientat ions: Impl icat ions f o r  In te rcu l tu ra l  
Communication Researchers" b y  Stella Ting-Toomey; '!Agenda-Setting 
Research: A Cr i t i que  and  Theoret ical A l te rna t i ve"  b y  Kev in  
Carragee, Ma rk  Rosenblatt, a n d  Gene Michaud. Also, t h i s  p a r t  
includes two in te res t ing  chapters, b y  S tua r t  J. Sigman and  Michelle A 
Wolf, respect ive ly ,  which delve i n t o  the use o f  ethnographic methods 
in communication research. 
Five, o r  almost one- f i f th ,  o f  a l l  the  chapters a re  w r i t t en  b y  
professors in Canadian univers i t ies.  T h i s  enhances t he  cross- 
cu l t u ra l  appl icabi l i ty  o f  t h i s  t ex t .  However, in on ly  two  o f  these f ive 
chapters d o  the  authors specif ical ly discuss Canadian-related issues. 
Berkeley Kaite discusses feminine hyg iene  adver t i s ing  and  how roles 
for ,  a n d  self-concepts of ,  American women are  bo th  ref lected and  
nu r t u red .  J. R. Rayfield, i n  "The  Language o f  Education a n d  
Revolut ionary Policies i n  Former ly  French West Afr ica," doesn't  
discuss the  mass media, b u t  discusses educational policies and  how 
they  a f fec t  cu l t u ra l  balance and  independence in the  developing 
nations o f  West A f r i ca .  Graham Knight 's ,  "News o f  Talk ,  News o f  
Riot," r e f e r s  t o  the  way ideology i s  presented d u r i n g  t he  news 
coverage o f  events in Nor thern  I re land.  
Thomas L. McPhail, in ' IContemporary Canadian Communications 
Issues," o f fe rs  a wel l -wr i t ten i ns i gh t  i n t o  issues facing Canada in t h i s  
" In format ion Age." McPhail covers t he  po l i cy  impl icat ions connected 
w i t h  satell ites, t ransborder  data flow, and  the  impact upon  Canadian 
cu l t u re  a n d  sovere ignty.  While h i s  references a re  t imely a n d  
author i ta t ive,  the  four  year  gap  between t he  conference and  
publ icat ion has, un fo r tuna te ly ,  made t h i s  discussion a b i t  dated. 
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The f i f t h  chapter authored b y  a Canadian is enti t led, "The 
Coverage o f  El Salvador i n  the Globe and Mail" b y  Veronica Schild. 
Schild discusses how the Globe and Mail presents a real i ty  to i t s  
readers concerning El Salvador which conforms to  normative 
expectations. Th is  conclusion parallels Knight 's  conclusion i n  h is 
discussion o f  Northern Ireland. I n  both instances, news media are 
found to reinforce mainstream, dominant beliefs. 
I n  t r u e  academic fashion, th is book has alerted scholars to the 
related work o f  others. I n  th is  case, scholars i n -  three separate 
Canadian univers i t ies were conducting conceptually similar work, while 
unaware o f  each other's ef for ts.  
For th is  reviewer, th is  book has performed well. As a point o f  
construct ive cri t icism, however, I would have l iked an "about the 
authors" section. Without information about the author, other than 
cu r ren t  occupational affil iation, it is d i f f i cu l t  to  know where the 
author is "coming from." Th is  would certa in ly help the readers 
construct  a more informed meaning for  the contents o f  each chapter. 
Overall, I applaud and suppor t  the e f fo r ts  o f  Sari Thomas as 
Coordinator o f  the Conference on Cul ture and Communication, and 
edi tor  o f  th is  series. I n  sp i r i t ,  and i n  fact, the mandate for  
academic d ivers i ty  is being well served. 
Reviewed b y :  S tuar t  Sur l in 
Univers i ty  o f  Windsor 
Moran, Michael G. and Ronald F. Lunsford, eds., 
Research in Composition and Rhetoric: 
A Bibl iographic Sourcebook. 
Westport, Connecticut: Greenwood Press, 1984. 
This collection o f  16 art icles is  remarkable for  i t s  h igh  standard o f  
scholarship and i ts  comprehensiveness. Nearly a l l  possible 
approaches to  composition are represented, from the process to  the 
product  school, and from the scienti f ic to  the humanistic. The 
